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Ros Abercormbie - Executive Director Regional Arts Australia

Milowl / Bunnruung Country

Across regional and remote Australia, hundreds, if not thousands, of artists and
creative innovators are doing the slow, steady work of community building. They are
working in town halls and neighbourhood centres. In schools and sheds, in aged care

homes and mental health units. In community gardens and on Country.
They are listening deeply. They are holding space. They are weaving connections.

This has never been more important than when that community is struggling, when
families are worried about paying the bills, small shopfronts are being boarded up and

farmers don’t know if they can plant their crop this season.

Today, Australia’s creative sector, especially the one that serves regional and remote
communities is uniquely positioned to strengthen national resilience, generating
economic, social and cultural value that extends beyond traditional market settings.
Our regional creative industry delivers scalable and tangible benefits to communities
across the country, and drives innovation, collaboration, and sustainable economic

growth.
And yet, our funding systems have rarely been designed to support this kind of work.

For decades, public investment in the arts has prioritised outcomes. A show. An
exhibition. A festival. A deliverable. These moments matter. They bring joy, visibility
and pride - especially to the 10 million Australians living outside of the cities. But

beneath every meaningful cultural outcome lies something far less visible - trust.
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Philanthropy has a unique role to play in enabling trust-based long-term thinking. It
allows organisations like ours, to trial evidence-based models and to demonstrate the
long term impact of backing people and places not the occasional event. One of our
key partners - the Minderoo Foundation is here today. Together, we have launched an
innovative new initiative, Practice in Community which demonstrates what becomes

possible when values align, and the collaboration is marked in years.

Effective philanthropy is not transactional; it is relational. So too the relationship with
Government. Regional Arts Australia is an independent, non partisan, not for profit
charity. We have been the trusted guardians of the Governments Regional Arts Fund

for 25 years,,

Through our careful and strategic stewardship the Regional Arts Fund has been
translating investment into impact across regional and remote Australia. From 2021
to 2025, we distributed more than $12 million in competitive grant funding,
supporting 1514 projects in 771 unique regional locations from Kununurra to Cairns.
For every S1 received from the Regional Art Fund, recipients leveraged approximately

$1.41 (one dollar - 41 cents) from other income streams. .

S6 million was invested in 2024-2025 alone. We reached 352 locations dispersed
across the country. Of the 430 arts and professional development projects, we
supported more than half undertaken in the artist’s respective home-town. This

matters.

We have incredible local awareness and deep appreciation of the work we are doing,
through the Regional Arts Fund. We are regional. We understand regional

communities. Our work is place informed, community relevant and artist led.
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We welcome the Government’s commitment to continue this funding and we remain
laser focused on turbocharging the impact of the Regional Art Fund and to break

down the barriers, so many of our talented creatives face.

We want to give regional and remote artists the same exposure, the same

opportunities as their peers in the cities.

Regional Arts Australia has a central ambition - that every Australian, regardless of
where they live, can participate in, and contribute to, this country's cultural life. For
over 80 years, Regional Arts Australia (RAA) has expanded creative opportunities,
strengthened access, fostered collaboration, and provided timely support to ensure
Australian stories are shared across diverse art forms and landscapes. We work to

unlock the cultural ambition of even the remotest community.

We have many plans to really empower regional creative sector with an escalating
partnership of Government and philanthropy. Success begets success and after 80

years, we are trusted, networked and practical and we have only just begun.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this inquiry.
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